
1 

 

                  

 
 

 

 

 
March-April 2018              50p where sold                 Edition No. 54 

Whinstone Times 
Community magazine for Embleton and Christon Bank 
 
 
 



2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ 
(500 yards from the A1) 

 

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag. 

Mobile log splitting service 
 

Free range eggs         Home grown vegetables - ready now 
 

Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286) 
 

Stephen Knowles 
                           

Heating & Plumbing Engineers 
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances. 

Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken.   Natural/Lpg gas. 
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank 

Telephone 01665 576855  Mobile 07866 013977 
stevieknowles666@gmail.com    Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536 

 

 
PLANTS – COFFEE – CAKE 

The Stable Yard, Craster Tower, Craster, Alnwick, 

Northumberland NE66 3SS 

Tel: 01665 571240  Web: www.thestableyardcraster.co.uk 

Closed on Tuesdays 
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Editorial                                 Jan Ainsley 
     The material coming to us for this edition of the Whinstone Times makes 

me think that Embleton and Christon Bank are buzzing at the moment – with 

plans for the future of our community, newly completed houses and plenty of 

opportunities to get involved in new or existing groups. From the Whinstone 

Times team, a very warm welcome to all the people moving into our villages – 

we hope you will enjoy living here.  

     We also hope you will support our plant sale in May – a great opportunity 

to fill these new gardens!! (see page 11 for details). 

    As ever, thanks to everyone who keeps the WT going - advertisers, 

contributors of articles and not forgetting the people who deliver the 

copies. 

 

Please send material for the next edition by Monday 9th April to: 

Mary Kibble marykibble@talktalk.net,  01665 576608 (articles, stories etc)     

Jan Ainsley jan.ainsley@yahoo.com tel 01665 576019  (advertising)    

Shelagh Coxon tel 01665 576791  (‘What’s on’) 

 

Cover picture 
Many thanks to John Turner of Shotley Bridge for this photograph of 

Saddle Rock. See page 18 for more about this interesting rock formation. 

 

Creighton Hall 100 Club 
The lucky winner of the £100 Grand draw December draw was Linda Webb 

The next draw will be in March. 

 

Membership of the Creighton Hall 100 club costs £10 and covers ten  

monthly draws with a prize of £40 and £20 as well as a the December 

Grand Draw with a prize of £100. You can join/re-join for this year at 

the Post Office until 9th March.  
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Letter from the Chairman of the Parish Council 
Dear Parishioners,  

     

     The Parish Council needs your help.  It has been reported that there has 

been a great increase in the amount of dog mess left on pavements and roads 

between the north of the village and the school.  This has resulted in 

children and parents arriving at school, or home, with soiled shoes and pram 

wheels. 

    We need to stop this. If you see owners allowing their dogs to 

defecate in public areas and then not picking up please tell us on 

embletonpc@hotmail.co.uk so that we can compile a list and pass this 

information to the County Council who will prosecute the 

offenders.  There are many responsible dog owners whose reputation is 

being spoiled by a few irresponsible ones. Please help us stamp this out.  

        Terry Howells 

CLUBS AND GROUPS 

Embleton Bowls     John F. Wallis 
2018 started well for us with a win at home against Glanton, but the 

good start soon came to an end when we played St Michaels away, who 

thrashed us. However we did manage to beat Longhoughton in a close match 

at home, but again that winning streak did not last long for we lost away to 

Rennington. 

During January we held two internal competitions, the first was the 

Singles which Alan Wilson won, beating yours truly, and the second 

competition was that of the Pairs, seeing Alan Foster and Dennis Chrisp 

being the winners after beating Dougie Hogg and Ray Coltman in the final. 

In February we are scheduled to play Glanton and St James (Ladies) 

away, plus Shilbottle and St Michaels at home.  We also will be having our 

Triples competition. 

Here is hoping the next report will show more matches won than lost. 

  

mailto:embletonpc@hotmail.co.uk
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Embleton Women’s Club        Mary Kibble 

At the beginning of last year the membership of the Club, which was 

founded by Louise Creighton in 1901, was very much diminished due to 

circumstances beyond our control and we embarked on a recruitment drive   

to bring in new faces with fresh ideas on policy and procedures and 

suggestions as to who we might invite as our speakers/demonstrators etc. 

 I’m happy to say that we did indeed attract several new members but 

there’s always room for more.  Perhaps there are some people who have lived 

in the area for some time but didn’t know about us, or maybe some of the 

newcomers to the community would like to come along to our meetings – we’d 

be very pleased to meet and welcome you.   

 If you would like to come along and see what we’re about you can 

have the first visit as a free “taster”.  If you should then wish to become a 

member, the subscription is £10 for the year and we hold a raffle each 

month, the tickets for which cost 50p each.  Of course there is a break for 

tea and biscuits and general socialising during the meeting. 

 We gather, usually in the Parish Room, at 2.00 p.m. on the first 

Tuesday of each month, except for July and December when we have a Club 

lunch out.  So please do come along and say hello.  We look forward to seeing 

you. 

 

Community Information 

Parish Council Notes                   January 2018 

  No bus service for Christon Bank 
The Parish council (PC) contacted Northumberland County Council 

(NCC) regarding the possibility of there being a bus service provided 

through Christon Bank. Mr Neil Easton (NCC) attended the PC meeting to 

explain current policy and plans.  It was made clear that there was no 

possibility of the request being met and the only transport available was for 

NEED Ltd’s ‘Dial a Ride’ service to be used. This service now accepts free 
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concessionary passes. It was agreed that Mr Easton would set up this 

service and the PC would advertise it widely once this was done. 

Christon bank planters deferred 
The PC agreed to defer any further work on planters at Christon 

Bank due to problems with meeting NCC highway regulations and the 

uncertainty of the positioning of new speed limits etc. on the Embleton to 

Christon Bank road. They were told that two new waste bins had been 

provided at the bottom end of Sea Lane, the bin near the quarry bus stop 

remounted on a new pole and the bin opposite the play park re-installed. 

20mph speed limits 
Plans of the exact layout of the 20 mph speed limit in Christon Bank 

are still awaited from NCC before they can be agreed by the PC. Our County 

Councillor, Wendy Pattison, has donated £2,000 of her Members’ Allowance 

towards the design of a similar scheme for Embleton village. 

Progress on Neighbourhood plan 
The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) committee is making steady progress 

towards producing a draft plan for public consultation and arrangements 

have been made to have an independent survey of housing needs carried out 

in the parish.  Questionnaires should be delivered to all residences in late 

February. 

Dog fouling  
A dog fouling leaflet has been distributed by the PC to properties at 

the northern end of Embleton village due to the many complaints received 

regarding the increase in the number of people not cleaning up after their 

dogs in this area (see Letters, page). 

 New development nears completion 
The PC was told that the Creighton Place development was now 

nearing completion with work on communal areas (planting trees, bushes and 

bulbs) to be carried out at the appropriate time. Mr Bridgeman (landowner) 

explained to the PC that he has outline plans to develop a smaller site 

alongside the present one which would contain 16 single storey type 

buildings, 4 of which would be affordable homes. 
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The quarry 
The quarry working party (forerunner of the Management 

Committee) is holding a drop-in session in the Parish Church Rooms on 

February 22nd from 4.00 – 8.00 p.m. to gather together the views of 

parishioners as to how the site should be managed. Details of the outline 

management plan will be available for discussion and since there are four 

seats on the management committee open to all parishioners this will be an 

opportunity for interest to be expressed. 

Cemetery House 
The Burial Committee are awaiting the result of their grant 

application to NCC for the renovation of Cemetery House as an affordable 

home. 

Grant request 
A request from Embleton Cricket Club for a grant towards equipment 

etc. was discussed and it was agreed that there were several avenues for 

grants to be obtained externally which should be explored. If these were 

found to be unwilling to provide funds the PC would consider the application 

at its next meeting. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Monday 26th 

February at 7.30 in the Methodist Church Christon Bank. All are welcome to 

attend. A full copy of the Parish Council meeting minutes can be found at 

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/embleton.  

 

Housing Needs Survey 
    

     Community Action Northumberland (CAN), on behalf of the Ministry of 

Housing, Communities and Local Government, is helping Embleton Parish 

Council by executing a Housing Needs Survey within our community. 

Accordingly every household in our Parish will shortly receive the survey 

document which is to be completed and returned in accordance with its 

instructions.  

     It should be emphasised that responses to the survey are anonymous and 

its results will be made known by CAN within approximately three weeks of 
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its receipt of the completed documents. They will help in the understanding 

of the need for future affordable housing and may be used to inform inter 
alia the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 
 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  

    At its latest meeting on Wednesday 7th February 2018, the Steering 

Group agreed its strategy for drafting the Vision Statement and Objectives 

for the Neighbourhood Plan. These key components of the Plan will be the 

basis of the Plan’s Policies and must reflect the wishes of our community as 

expressed at the Initial Consultation event held in October 2017. 

    In the next issue of The Whinstone Times, to be published at the end of 

April 2018, the four centre pages will form a flyer. This will contain the text 

of the proposed Vision Statement and Objectives and will invite feedback 

and comment from every household in our Parish. 

Each household is urged to return its completed, uniquely numbered, 

flyer which will be entered into a free draw for a prize of £50. 

 

County Councillor Wendy   

Pattison’s report 

wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk 

                     Tel. 07779 983072 

Note: This is a shortened version of Wendy’s report, with items not covered in the Parish 
Council notes 

 

North East Equality & Diversity (NEED) Ltd is a disability and community 

transport organisation based in Alnwick, Northumberland. The organisation 

was formed in 2002 as ‘Transport in North Northumberland’, providing 

services to North Northumberland. In 2010 the name and geographical area 

was changed to encompass the diversity of service users and became North 

East Equality & Diversity (NEED) Ltd and expanded to cover the North East 

mailto:wendy.pattison@northumberland.gov.uk
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and Border Regions, however,  a particular emphasis on Northumberland is 

still retained. 

One of the main charitable aims is the provision of accessible, affordable 

transport to those most vulnerable in the community. This includes older 

people, those who have a disability i.e. physical disability, mental health 

issues, those who are rurally or/and socially isolated, young people and those 

who are unable to afford appropriate public or private transport. 

Alnwick Car Scheme 
Door-to-door transport for individuals – up to 6 seats – to allow access to 

services (e.g. health appointments, social events, shopping). 

Minibus Transport 
Door-to-door transport delivering subsidised services enabling access to 

health, social and leisure services and access to fresh food outlets. 

Group Transport 
Specialised transport for a range of community transport and needs 

including residential care homes and local community groups. 

Individual Transport (MPV) 

Fully accessible Multi-Purpose Vehicles for individual use and for families 

requiring disabled access to transport. For more information, contact - 

NEED Ltd, South Road, Alnwick, NE66 2PA, Tel: 01665 605780, 

needadmin@btconnect.com 

 

Christmas Boxes/Gift Programme:   

Whilst visiting a friend over the Christmas period who is a resident 

of Wall Village near Hexham, I discovered that Wall Parish Council 

deliver a Christmas gift box every year to all older residents in the 

village. The boxes are varied and range from allotment carrots/potatoes to 

small boxes of chocolates, mince pies and holly/mistletoe.  The Parish Council 

put the Christmas boxes together with the help of village volunteers and 

they are delivered a few days before Christmas to the elderly residents of 

Wall. 

    I thought this was a really nice thing to do and the distributed boxes are 

greatly appreciated and very much looked forward to every year.  
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The 2018 Golden Guide is out now. 
 

This popular FREE guide is well known for listing local 

activities, clubs, social and networks, and carries a 

wealth of contacts for finding expert help with Health, 

Care, Community and Money problems.   

Find new things to do e.g. walking, wildlife and gardening 

groups, take up woodwork, singing, sport or make extra 

cash by starting a business—as many over 50s now do. 

There is info on befriending schemes, dementia and 

mental health support, plus help tracing lost money, or claiming your pension 

or other entitlements.  

Look out for the How to Retire in Northumberland feature. If you’re about 

to retire or already have, find helpful hints about enjoying it, from planning 

your finances to making the most of your time. 

Ask for a copy from… Libraries; Northumbria Healthcare Care teams; 

Age UK; Women’s Institute branches; Carers’ Northumberland; 

Healthwatch; Royal Voluntary Service; Alzheimer’s Society; British Red 

Cross; Citizens Advice; Golden Age Forum; Practice Nurses and Care 

Navigators in GP surgeries; selected Boots Pharmacies.  

Postal copy   If you can’t get out, or can’t find a copy - ring Age UK 

Northumberland on 01670 784821 and they will post one out to you free.   

Online   The full edition is online at www.goldenguide.org.uk  

For all enquiries please contact either: Heather Alabaster, 0191-386 

5918, or email heather@goldenguide.org.uk 
 
 

Dog Walking and baby sitting 
A few people have told us that they could do occasional dog walking or baby 

sitting to help out.  Please contact Mary 576608 or Jan 576019 and we will 

ask them to contact you if you need their help. 

  

mailto:heather@alabasterpublishing.co.uk
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Whinstone Times annual plant sale 
     
    This year’s WT plant sale, with the usual raffle and cake stall, will be held 

on the village green on Bank Holiday Monday the 28th of May. Together with 

donations and the revenue from advertising, the money raised at this event 

helps to fund the cost of printing the magazine. This year, we will also be 

giving 25% of the plant sale profits to Embleton Primary School.  

     Donations of plants, cuttings or seedlings would, as always, be very 

welcome. 

    Jennifer Wood will once again be providing expert horticultural advice as 

well as helping to collect, nurture, sort and label the plants. To give us plenty 

of time for this, it would be extremely helpful if we could begin collecting 

the plants from now until the week before the sale.  

     Please contact Jennifer Wood, 576344 or Jan Ainsley, 576019 for more 

information or to arrange donation/collection of plants. 

 

Old photographs - can you help? 
 

Jan Applegarth would like to hear from anyone who could lend her any old 

photographs of village halls.  They are for Avril Meakin who is compiling a 

book on village halls in the area.  Jan has already been lent a photo of the 

Parish Room from 1860 when it was a Girls’ School.  

Contact Jan on 01665 576603 or 07711 166171. 

 

Creighton Hall whist drive 
     

    This well attended and very enjoyable event on January 18th raised the 

magnificent sum of £480 for the Creighton Hall. Organiser Linda Dixon 

would like to thank everyone very much for their support, especially those 

who helped on the day and contributed cakes, sandwiches and many excellent 

raffle prizes. 

  



12 

 

Funding opportunity for new community groups 
 

Want to get out of the house?   Join others with similar 

interests?    Make new friends? 
Seahouses Development Trust is able to supply funding to allow at least 3 

people in the local area, of any age, with a common interest to come together 

to keep active, make new friends, increase a sense of community and the 

beneficiaries’ own mental and physical good health.  

The new group could be a sub group of an existing activity e.g. French 

Discussion Group following existing French Evening Class or  

 A Group linked by activity or hobbies – e.g. fly fishing, knitting, 

jewellery making, house renovation, gardening.  

 Medical issues – such as Carers, Lupus, arthritis self-help, weight 

loss support group. 

 Age or family circumstances – parents of young children, recently 

bereaved, Growing Old Disgracefully.  

 Interests – for example Italian conversation, chess, family or local 

history.  

 Sport – Young golfers, kite surfing, badminton, skateboarding.  

The one off grant of up to £100 can be used for set up costs, publicity, 

printing, room hire, refreshments, phone calls, stationery, materials, travel 

or any other appropriate expenses. 

For further details please email shirley@seahouses.org or contact 

Seahouses Development Trust at Seahouses Hub Telephone 01665 721868.  

     
Trust volunteer Jen Hall, tel. 01665 720993,  has written to the WT to 

say  that there is still  some funding in the ‘pot’ and the trust is trying to 
find ways to roll out the opportunity to communities south of Seahouses 
 The application form is simple, only 2 sides of A4. Over 40 grants have 

been given out so far with many more in Wooler and Berwick.  
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News from Embleton Primary School 
 

We have two short half terms up to Easter but these are filled with new and 

exciting activities: 

 

NSPCC Number Day 

The NSPCC is one of the supported charities of Embleton Primary 

School.  Each year the work 

of the NSPCC fights to keep 

childhood safe from child 

abuse so that children can 

grow up healthy and 

thrive.  This year the 

children are raising money 

for the NSPCC by taking part 

in a Maths inspired 

fundraising day.  On Friday 

2nd February, parents were 

invited back to school to take part in some maths tests with pupils.  The 

children had great fun with their families and raised £30 for the charity.   

 

Dance City 

This term the children have been receiving dancing tuition each week from 

Caroline Burn, an experienced, enthusiastic dance tutor from Dance City, 

Newcastle.  Each week the children from Key Stage 1 and 2 have been 

learning modern dance moves for end of half term performance to family & 

friends.   

 

Cycle Training 
The Year 5 children will be taking part in a 2 day Level 2 Bikeability Cycle 

Training in March.  Bikeability training is a Department of Transport 

designed scheme, delivered by nationally qualified instructors within fully 

risk assessed environments.  You may see the children around the village 

building their skills and confidence whilst riding safely on our roads.       
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After school Clubs 

 

Each half term our children choose 

which after-school clubs that they 

would like to run.  Clubs run every 

afternoon after school and this term 

these have included art, lego, dance 

/ cheerleading, gardening, debating 

and film club.  The children are 

excited that NUFC Foundation are 

coming to deliver a new football club 

session each Thursday up to the Easter holidays.   

 

Fundraising 
Our New Year Bingo fundraiser was a great success.  Thank you to the local 

community for supporting us - we had a great turnout and raised £530 for 

the school.  The money raised will help fund the many school trips in 

2018.  We have a 'bags2school' collection organised for April 25th 

therefore if you are clearing out your wardrobe and would like to donate 

bags of clothes to school please contact the school for more details. 

 

Curveball Learning – Making Maths & Science Accessible 

 
       Are          Are you looking for a Maths or Science Tutor?       

       The         These are core subjects in your child’s education.                

         Do                 Do they need help in succeeding? 

      We      We offer specialist tuition in Maths and all 

      Sci      Sciences up to GCSE and Biology ‘A’ level 

       Our          Our core belief is that, by building a flexible, 

evidence-        evidence-based approach to learning, every child   

                       can make excellent   progress. Tutoring can be in the form 

       of a          of a one to one session, small group sessions or study/revision workshops. 

      Ple         please call Gary at Curveball Learning in Embleton to discuss your  

                   child’s requirements on 01665 576893 or 07581 435996  

                             or email: gschofield3@gmail.com 

mailto:gschofield3@gmail.com
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Nature Notes                     Linda Heslop 
“Chaste snowdrop, venturous harbinger of spring” 

    This line from the sonnet by William Wordsworth is quite appropriate for 

the nature notes as snowdrops are now appearing all over the villages in little 

clumps.  It is uplifting to see them after our especially unpleasant winter 

this year. One of the best places to see snowdrops is at Wallington; over the 

past 2 years, apparently, visitors with families have planted more than 

200,000 snowdrops and this February half term another 100,000 are to be 

planted.  Closer to home of course is Howick Hall where they have a 

snowdrop festival during February.  There is a variety of Northumbrian 

snowdrop “Sandersii”, which has sulphur yellow markings instead of green, 

look out for them locally. Daffodils are coming on apace and some have buds 

showing. 

    On 21st December a clump of aubrietia was valiantly trying to flower in the 

wall at the far end of Quakers Row towards the quarry. The geese were 

being particularly noisy overhead and there were lots of gulls of varying 

types at the mouth of the Embleton Burn.  A pair of Mute swans and their 2 

cygnets have taken up residence in the fields to the north east of Embleton 

and the pair of gulls that reside at North Farm have returned although their 

youngster is no longer with them. 

    On the shortest day we had frosts and lovely sunshine, the birds were 

singing in the warmth and geese and swans were on the Newton pond. There 

was heavy rainfall after Christmas and 20 oyster catchers were plodging 

around searching for sustenance on the golf course. Sparrows have been 

observed tiptoeing around under car wheel arches pecking away at all manner 

of goodies adhering to the rims. 

    The 7th January dawned (eventually) to reveal a beautiful cloudless blue 

sky, there was frost on the ground and birds were twittering and singing. 

Geese flew to and fro several times west of the church over the village, 

perhaps disturbed from their current feeding ground. Over a 100 lapwings 

were doing an acrobatic flight near the Newton overflow pond and 20 or so 

curlew joined in the flight.  It was definitely getting lighter with the sun now 

appearing to be higher in the sky.  

    Owls are being heard at night over Embleton and the winter jasmine is 

flowering at the far end of Quakers Row, it must be sheltered there. 
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Bramblings have been spotted in amongst the chaffinches which seem to 

flock in the trees near the Quarry House. 

    Our report from Shirewater Low Mill was, as usual, full of activity.  Long 

tailed tits regularly use the feeders in the afternoon. There is a pair of 

great spotted woodpeckers and the red squirrels have also been seen, their 

feeders needing to be topped up regularly.  The burn plays host to 2 ducks 

and 5 drakes and 2 cock pheasants come to be fed with the hens in the 

morning.  A stoat in ermine is also present displaying its winter coat.  

    On 25th January there was another beautiful morning with hazy sunshine; 

a lark was singing above the small green shoots in a field to the north of 

Embleton.  A thrush could also be heard, his evocative song emitting from a 

tree next to Quarry House. At the Newton reserve there are flocks of teal 

and wigeon, their whistling is audible from quite a distance. Kevin, the 

national trust warden has said that the drakes are now starting their 

courtship and are in fine feather.  Also in fine feather are the rather superb 

cockerels at Low Mill farm opposite the golf club, they can be heard 

announcing their presence to any hen that is prepared to take some notice. 

The swan family is still in residence north of the village and the 2 cygnets 

now have rather grubby but white necks.       
    The big windows at Dunstan Steads are 

proving irresistible to the resident Guinea 

Fowl who flew into one and made himself very 

dizzy.  He spent the night on a garden seat 

but is now much repaired and back in his roost 

high up in a tree.  

  

 

The stoat family who live there seem insatiably 

curious, staring in the windows, one has taken a 

particular fancy to a doormat with ducks on it 

that it can see inside. Thank you to the Kirkby’s 

for the report. 

    The RSPB birdwatch was held over 3 days at 

the end of January, it would be interesting if 

those who have done the survey could email the 
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top 3 birds spotted and then a survey of the most ‘common’ 

Embleton/Christon Bank bird could be announced in the column.  There was 

plenty of activity to be recorded, a female woodpecker was much in evidence 

and her feathers looked magnificent, (if you can say that about a lady of the 

species.) Her back looked like velvet with a lustrous sheen; she was sporting 

a very bright version of the “in” colour this season – red, in her conspicuous 

scarlet undertail. 

Please send any reports & sightings to naturenote.whinstonetimes@gmail.com 

 

NATURE NOTES COMPETITION FOR THE UNDER 10s 
 

So far, no correct entries have been received and so we are running the 

competition for a bit longer 

This is a photo of a partially hidden 

bird ..... can you guess what kind of 

bird it is? 

Clue:  Often seen around the villages 

and in the fields at all times of year 

and you might see him (or her!) on 

your bird table. 

Closing date is March 19th 2018 and 

the winner will be announced in the 

next edition of the Whinstone Times. 

Prize:  Two pocket books, one on birds and the other on the seashore, but 

the best bit of all is a visit to see the National Trust coastal ranger at 

Newton by the Sea who will take you to the nature reserve and tell you all 

about the birds and animals that live there. 

The prize will be awarded to the first correct answer to be drawn from the 

hat. 

Entries please to:  naturenotes.whinstonetimes@gmail.com. Don’t forget to 

include your name and a contact phone number or e-mail address with 

your entry. 
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.Cover picture - Saddle Rock 
    

    This interesting rock formation, on the shoreline just north of 

Dunstanburgh Castle is also known as the Whale’s back and Greymare Rock.  

It comprises a number of limestone beds jutting through Dolerite boulders 

into the sea.  Its wave-like shape probably formed from heat and pressure 

during the formation of the whinstone sill on which the castle stands. In 

2014 it was named (as Greymare Rock) as one of the Geological Society’s 100 

Great Geosites. 

   On a sadder note, in 1917 the bodies of the six Norwegian sailors were 

washed up on Saddle Rock. Their ship, a Norwegian cargo boat called the 

Pollux, was torpedoed forty miles off Aberdeen.  A lifeboat carrying the six 

men capsized off the rocks in Embleton Bay, and their bodies were washed 

up on Saddle Rock.  They are buried in Spitalford Cemetery, Embleton 

 

Recipe – Tartare sauce 
1 small red onion, very finely chopped   

1 tablespoon capers, rinsed and chopped 

Grated rind and juice of half a lemon 

Small bunch of parsley, finely chopped 

About 2 tablespoons mayonnaise 

Mix everything together in a small bowl and enjoy with your fish and chips 

 

Quotation        Supplied by Anon 

“Sometimes it may be better to take life as it comes, set your sails 

according to the winds that blow, go with the tide, follow your instinct, 

choose the grassier, less trodden road, if that is the one that appeals to you 

and choose it for its own sake”. 

                  Christopher Milne (Christopher Robin) 
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What’s On in March 
Thursday 1st Craster W.I - Alnorthumbria Vets with David Young 

7.15 p.m. in the Memorial Hall. 

Friday 2nd Film Night at Howick.  7.00 p.m. prompt start.  For all  
 details please contact John Roper on 576413. 

Saturday 3rd  ‘Help to Clean up Craster, Dunstan and the Coast’.  Please  

 join us at 10 a.m. in Craster Memorial Hall to pick up bags. We will  

 then pick up litter and return to the hall for a cuppa. 

Tuesday 6th ‘Crafts with Company at Craster’ every Tuesday 10.30-12    

            until Easter in the Craster Memorial Hall. 

On March 6th the session will be followed with a soup lunch. All  

welcome, crafty or not! Info from Jan 07711 166171 or 576603. 

Tuesday 6th Embleton Women’s Club – Presentation by Stuart Walton on 

‘Kenya & Gynaecology’.  2.00 p.m. Parish Room.  All welcome. 

Monday 12th  Embleton Flower Club - Demo by Jean O’Hanlon “Spring  

 Glorious Spring” in Creighton Hall 7.30 p.m. New members most  

 welcome, visitors £5. 

Tuesday 13th Embleton W.I. - Graeme Ambrose demonstrating Wood  

 Turning. 2.00 p.m. in Parish Room. 

Wednesday 14th Embleton Mothers’ Union - Sally Conner from  

 Agricultural Benevolent Fund.   

Monday 19th Craster Hist. Soc. - Roger Germy “The Aln Valley Railway” 

7.00 p.m. in the Craster Memorial Hall. 

Monday 19th Licensing Service for Revd. Alison Hardy by the Bishop of  

 Newcastle. 7.30 p.m.  Holy Trinity Church Embleton.  All welcome. 

Sunday 25th Film Night at Howick.  6.00 p.m. prompt start.  For all  
 details please contact John Roper on 576413. 

Wednesday 28th North Sunderland Hist. Soc. – “Northumbrian Murders” 

by Phil Rowett.  7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s Church Hall. 

Thursday 29th Embleton Book Club - at 8 Whinstone View 10.00 a.m.  New  

 members most welcome.  Details from Pat Postlethwaite 577516. 

Thursday 29th Easter Bunny Beetle Drive 1.30 p.m. in Craster Memorial Hall.   

 Tickets £3.50 to include tea/coffee and delicious cake.  Details  

 from Marion Gallon 01665 576305. 
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What’s on in April 
Tuesday 3rd Embleton Women’s Club – Talk by John Yearnshire on  

 “History of Forensic Science”.  2.00 p.m. Parish Room. 

Thursday 5th Craster W.I. - Painting on Silk by Elspeth Horsefield. 

 7.15 p.m. Craster Memorial Hall. 

Monday 9th Embleton Flower Club - Practical Session ‘Spring Colours’.  

 Pooled supper. 7.30 p.m. Creighton Hall. 

Tuesday 10th  Embleton W.I. - Mrs Ingrid Kilmer, ‘Behind the Veil’. Open  

 Meeting.  Creighton Hall 2.00 p.m. 

Wednesday 11th Embleton Mothers’ Union - Richard Higginbottom 

“Fresh Expressions”. 

Monday 16th Craster Hist. Soc. - ‘Gertrude Bell –The Desert Queen; 

 adventurer, archaeologist, traveller and writer’ by Anthony  

Atkinson.  7.00 p.m.  Craster Memorial Hall. 

Friday 20th Film Night at Howick.  7.00 p.m. prompt start.  For all  
 details please contact John Roper on 576413. 

Wednesday 25th North Sunderland Hist. Soc. – “Missions To Seamen” by  

 Claire McIntosh.  7.00 p.m. St. Paul’s Church Hall. 

Thursday 26th Embleton Book Club - Venue to be confirmed.  Details  

 from Pat Postlethwaite 577516. 

 

Haiku 
How blue is the sky 

How bereft of leaves the trees 

Yet the snowdrops bloom 

 

Whinstone Times advertising rates 
 

Small box £15, long box £30, large box £40,  

full page £80. 

Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six or more  
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Useful Telephone Numbers 
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard 999 

Police (non-emergency) 101 

Childline 0800 1111                                                     

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111                                        

NHS non-emergency care 111 

Northumberland C. C. County Hall 0345 600 6400 

NCC Councillor for Longhoughton Ward – Wendy 

Pattison 

07779 983072 

Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 0344 811 8111 

Samaritans 0845 790 9090 

Silverline (advice for older people) 0800 470 8090                 

Traveline 0871  200 2233 

C.A.B.  Northumberland  

Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

0344 4111 1444 

  

 
Applying for a new job - now, or maybe in the future ? 

Make your job application especially attractive to 

prospective employers with a professionally 

prepared C.V. 
I will help you prepare your C.V., which may include 

previous work experience, qualifications, etc. which will also 

help your job application to stand out from others, and give 

you every chance of success. Give Andrea a call initially to 

talk things over on 07843 602889 (day), 01665 571213 (eve.) 

or e-mail: andreasuffield9@gmail.co.uk. 

The very reasonable cost is £10 per hour. 

A well-presented C.V. makes all the difference! 
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   coffee, cake and gorgeous things…….. 

 

 
Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW 

Tel: 01665 571371     www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk 
 

¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster 
 

 
 

A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.  
We take the strain and give you peace of mind. 

To see our range of services go to: 
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk 

 Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or 
phone 01665 571 275 

Jane and Jude would love to hear from you! 
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to 

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick 

Tel:   01665 576595 
(dog friendly) 

 

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.  

All proceeds go to Charity 

 

T. DAWSON Ltd.     
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing 

Inspection & Testing BS2391 
Renewable energy 

BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES 

     Tel: 01670 761921  Mob 07955 911720   
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com 
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THE GREYS INN 
Embleton 

At the heart of the community 
 Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace 
  Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available.  Pizzas a favourite. 

 

Live sport on TV 
 

Quiz nights last Thursday of every month 

 

Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.  

The Good Beer Guide 2018.                     Open Daily  

01665 576983 for dining room bookings 

        


